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FROM EAUMEGA2015 TO THE 
MAWAC ALLIANCE

H.E. Ms. Blanca E. Jiménez Cisneros, Ambassador of Mexico to France
Senior Researcher at UNAM
UNESCO IHP – Former Director
Initiator of EAUMEGA2015 and the MAWAC Alliance
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CONTEXT: Why “Water and Megacities”?

• Rapid urbanization: increased pressure on 
water resources and infrastructure

• 12 megacities studied (Tokyo, Mexico City, 
Paris, Lagos, etc.)

• Most cities located near rivers or coasts -> 
vulnerable to floods, droughts, and 
pollution

• Goal: link urban growth, water 
management, and climate adaptation
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Case Study: Mexico City, 2015
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Case Study: Paris, 2015
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EAUMEGA2015: A UNESCO Initiative

•First international conference on Water,
Megacities, and Global Change

•Date: 1-4 December 2015, Paris (UNESCO HQ)

•Participants: mayors, city planners, hydrologists,
and climate experts

•Main themes: urban water management,
resilience to floods and droughts, urban
planning, and climate adaptation

•Goal: create a bridge between scientific
knowledge and urban governance
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Key Findings

• Aging water systems in older cities 
(Paris, London, etc.)

• Unequal access and informal systems 
in developing megacities (Lagos, 
Manila, Mumbai)

• Water scarcity in inland cities (Beijing, 
Mexico city)

• Need for integrated urban water 
management across sectors 
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From EAUMEGA to MAWAC

•The conference resulted in the creation of the
Alliance of Megacities for Water and Climate
(MAWAC).

•Its mission: to share experiences, develop
solutions, and strengthen cooperation among
megacities facing water challenges.

•Initial member cities: Paris, Tokyo, Mexico City,
São Paulo, etc.
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Legacy and Impact
•MAWAC continues to connect cities and
experts worldwide.

•The Alliance contributes to SDGs (SDG 6:
Clean Water and Sanitation; SDG 13: Climate
Action; SDG11: Sustainable Cities and
Communities)

•UNESCO continues to support and
collaborate with mayors and technical
institutions.

•MAWAC ENA 2025 workshop is a direct
continuation of that legacy.
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Thank you for your attention

NAME : H.E. Ms Blanca E. Jiménez Cisneros

INSTITUTION : Mexican Government 

MEGACITY : Mexico
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MAWAC- ENA PARIS
2025

Paris 2025 11


	Diapositiva 1: MAWAC-ENA WORKSHOP
	Diapositiva 2: FROM EAUMEGA2015 TO THE MAWAC ALLIANCE
	Diapositiva 3: CONTEXT: Why “Water and Megacities”?
	Diapositiva 4: Case Study: Mexico City, 2015
	Diapositiva 5: Case Study: Paris, 2015
	Diapositiva 6: EAUMEGA2015: A UNESCO Initiative
	Diapositiva 7: Key Findings
	Diapositiva 8: From EAUMEGA to MAWAC
	Diapositiva 9: Legacy and Impact
	Diapositiva 10: Thank you for your attention
	Diapositiva 11

